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The History of u and v

The letters u and v will be considered together, as in the medieval period they were
interchangeable. In Latin there was no difference between them, and some Latin grammars
refer 1o v as “consonantal u”, How it was actually pronounced is contentious, In my school
days they taught us to pronounce it like w. While English, French and Germanic languages
have their own distinct sounds for v, the letter was not generally distinguished graphically at
this time. This said, the basic form of the letter, or letters, remains fairly constant over time.
The biggest problem comes from dise ing it from other similar letters within words.

?VY] In the Old Roman square capitals, both U and V have the simple angular form.

In the rustic capital script, it is asymmetrical and rounded on one side.

The uncial U and V are both rounded, with a straight vertical on the right.
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